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dignity which befits a representative of Russia, and thus you have
obtained just concessions, having demonstrated the inadmissibility
of terms which could offend the patriotic consciousness of the
Russian people or injure the vital interests of our country, Having
duly acknowledged the consequences of the successes achieved by our
opponent, you have, nevertheless, declined, according to my instruc-
tions, to pay, in one form or another, the expenses for the conduct of
the war, which was not begun by Russia, and you have only agreed
to return to Japan the Southern part of Sakhalin, which belonged to
her prior to 1875. Thus, the task of restoring peace in the Far
East has been successfully accomplished for the common good.
Highly valuing the skill and statesmanlike experience manifested
by you, I herewith bestow upon you the rank of count of the Russian
Empire, as a recompense for your high and great service to the
country.
I remain unalterably well-disposed to you and sincerely thankful,
(Signed) NICHOLAS*
At one point in rny negotiations with the Japanese for
peace I became aware that we could obtain bettei terms if
the peace treaty were complemented with a treaty of alliance
with Japan.   Very cautiously I alluded to the matter and
received an evasive answer from Komura.   It was clear,
however, that the Japanese were not averse to a partial
alliance with us.   I telegraphed to Count Lamsdorff that,-
in my opinion, the negotiations should be conducted "with a
view to a Russo-Japanese alliance.   As the Minister's reply
was evasive and rather hostile to my suggestion, I dropped
the matter.   And so, when the parley was over, we parted
from the Japanese not as friends determined to support
each other, but as enemies who had agreed to suspend the
struggle for an indefinite period of time.
On returning to Russia I perceived why my suggestion
had not been welcomed by the Government As a matter
of fact, in those days the idea of revanche prevailed among
a considerable number, of influential people, mostly specu-
lators enriched by the war. It was preached by such power-
ful organs of the press as Novoye Fremya and favoured by